
 

ISARD is offering their 

annual workshop taught by 

Master Trainers with the 

North American Police 

Work Dog Association.  The 

seminar 

will be 

held June 

9, 10, 11 in 

Blackfoot 

ID and will 

offer train-

ing in Hu-

man Re-

mains De-

tection.  

Master Trainers currently 

scheduled as instructors 

are Master Trainer Mickey 

Januszkiewicz and  Master 

Trainer Jeanne Frost.  

NAPWDA Master Trainers 

pass stringent require-

ments to become NAPWDA 

evaluators/instructors and 

are all experienced law en-

forcement K -9 trainers who 

have trained and certified 

multiple K -9 during their 

law enforce-

ment careers.  

Training will 

include search-

ing for human 

remains in dis-

aster environ-

ments, build-

ings, wilderness 

areas, vehicles, 

and water environments.  

Training locations for this 

workshop include the IS-

ARD rubble pile, Rose 

pond, and an abandoned 

dormitory at State Hospital 

South.  

There is a limit of 14 atten-

dees at this workshop and 

information and registra-

tion can be found at:  

      www.isard.org   
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Drives  are the instinctual be-

haviors exhibited by a dog in response 

to a stimulus.  Drives are classified 

from very high to very low depending on 

the strength of the dogõs response.   
 

 

A dogõs ability to do search 

work is limited by the type and strength 

of the drives it is born with.  If a needed 

drive is low or absent, the dog is not a 

suitable candidate for search work.  

Which drives do I feel are essential in a 

good working dog? 
 

Hunt drive is the dogõs desire to look 

for things which are hidden.  The act 

of hunting is rewarding for a dog with 

high hunt drive just as the act of re-

trieving is a reward for a dog with 

high retrieve drive.  Any K -9 that is 

going to be used in a critical job must 

have that intrinsic desire to hunt and 

hunt and hunt until the target odor is 

located.   Dogs that are òhard wiredó 

to hunt will continue to work even 

when environments or situations 

make it difficult.  These are the dogs 

that will continue to search when 

their pads are full of stickers or they 

are thirsty or tired.  

High hunt drive is essential for dogs 

used in narcotics detection, explosives 

detection, and human remains detec-

tion.  So how do you test hunt drive?  

 

 First, I choose an area that contains 

some distractions: close by traffic, ani-

mal smells, noise for example.  I donõt 

want to overpower the dog with dis-

tractions, just have enough to see if 

the dog will focus.  I then test hunt 

drive by teasing the dog with either a 

toy or piece of food to get them focused 

and excited.  I then hold onto the dog 

by the collar and with the other hand, 

I throw the toy or food into some tall 

vegetation that conceals it.  After a 

few seconds have passed so the dog 

does not remember exactly where the 

toy or food landed, I release the dog 

and see if he/she will aggressively 

hunt for the item.  I am evaluating 

how long the dog is willing to hunt for 

the object before either finding it or 

giving up the search.  A dog that is 

suitable for training as a scent detec-

tion dog will continue to hunt for the 

toy or food until they find it.  The dog 

that either wonõt begin hunting or 

gives up quickly does not have suffi-

cient drive to be a dependable detector 

dog. 

Dogs that do not possess the needed 

drives will never be successful detec-

tion dogs for critical jobs.  No amount 

of training the handler provides can 

make up for the lack of instinctual 

hunt drive.  Success in training a de-

tector dog depends as much on select-

ing the proper dog as it does providing 

the proper training.   

This article is from the draft book òTraining 

the Scent Detection Dogó by ISARD handler 

Ann Christensen  
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òDrives are born in the dog.  They 

can be enhanced or discouraged, but 

they cannot be created .ó 

ISARD K - 9 Rocco searching 

rubble pile for human remains.  
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NAPWDA certification testing is de-

signed to determine the proficiency of 

the work dog team in each phase of po-

lice work for canines.  NAPWDA cur-

rently allows civilian teams to certify in 

cadaver if they meet minimum require-

ments which include the following:  

¶ Current sponsorship by law  

        enforcement member of  

        NAPWDA.  Sponsorship must  

        be resubmitted yearly.  

¶ Yearly criminal history check  

¶ Crime Scene Preservation  

        Course 

¶ HAZMAT Awareness Course  

¶ Blood Borne Pathogens Course  

¶ NIMS and ICS Training 

Courses, IS-700, ICS-100 and 

ICS-200 

NAPWDA cadaver detection rules define 

the minimum acceptable level required 

for certification as 91.6%.   This requires 

the team to correctly find and identify 

the location of eleven of twelve aids.  If 

the team is unable to correctly locate 

eleven of twelve aids, it constitutes a 

failure and the team must retake the 

entire certification test.  There is also 

one test area that does not contain an 

aid and at least one test area will also 

contain the remains of 

an animal.  Any incor-

rect indication by the 

canine team during the 

entire evaluation consti-

tutes a failure.  

A total of twelve aids are 

used for NAPWDA certi-

fication testing.  Six of 

the aids must be less 

than three months old and six must be 

more than three months old.  Each must 

consist of bone and soft tissue.  The 

types of searches required for certifica-

tion are:  

¶ Two scent sources placed in a 

rubble area that simulates a 

collapsed building.  

¶ Two scent sources will be cov-

ered with dirt, leaves, brush, or 

tree branches  

¶ Two scent sources will be bur-

ied to a depth of 10 inches.  The 

aids will be placed at least 12 

hours before the test.   

¶ Two scent hides will be placed 

in an elevated position at least 

6 feet above the ground.  One of 

these will be placed in a build-

ing and one will be placed out-

doors. 

¶ Two scent hides will be sub-

merged in two feet of water if 

search will be from shore or a 

minimum of six feet if a boat is 

available for the test.  

¶ Two scent hides will be placed 

in vehicles, one on the exterior 

and one on the interior of two 

separate vehicles.  There will 

be a minimum of five vehicles 

in the line -up for the team to 

search. 

The handler must tell the Master 

Trainer how the dog will indicate the 

source and the dogõs indication must be 

obvious to the Master Trainer.  These 

tests may be done either on or off lead.  

operations.  There are three certifica-

tions available for land HRD.  In addi-

tion, NASAR offers water cadaver certi-

fications and disaster re-

sponse human remains de-

tections certifications.  The 

Land Search Dog certifica-

tion will:  

Å Provide a base-

line for operational 

Human Remains 

Detection (HRD) Search Dogs, 

but is not all inclusive for all 

conditions that may be encoun-

NASARõs  Canine Human Remains De-

tection (HRD) Land Search Dog certifi-

cation is designed to evaluate the mini-

mum knowledge skill and performance 

skills required of an individual and their 

canine partner to perform as a SAR Ca-

nine Team during land search opera-

tions for human remains. The Canine 

Human Remains Detection (HRD) Land 

Search Dog certification recognizes the 

need for further training to acquire the 

knowledge and experience needed to 

become a fully competent SAR canine 

handler in a wide variety of land search 

tered at searches.  

Å Test the teamõs ability to ac-

curately locate human remains 

above surface, at surface level 

and in a shallow burial. (HRD 

III includes the addition of ve-

hicle search and building 

search.) 

Å Test the candidateõs ability to 

interpret their dogõs alerts/

indications and final responses 

in order to direct a recovery 

team to the proper search area.  
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NASAR 

Type  
Description  Buried  Elevated  Surface  Blank  Building  Vehicle  

III  Under 15 grams  X X X X X X 

IV  Under 15 grams  X X X X     

Other  30 g or above X X X X     
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Thank You to Our Great Sponsors  
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