
 

Cadaver Dogs On The Trail  

By Jerry Eichhorst  

When Glenns Ferry mayor 

JoAnne Lanham mentioned 

a lost grave to me at the 

spring meeting back in 

May, I was interested in 

learning more. A visit to 

the area after the June 

North Alternate Oregon 

Trail (NAOT) hikes yielded 

no results. Through 

JoAnneõs persistance, how-

ever, we were able to ac-

quire two pictures of the 

site taken 25 years ago. 

Using those pictures, Bill 

Wilson found the grave on 

Saturday, August 20. New 

IOCTA member Paula 

McCollumõs cadaver dog, 

Ziva, confirmed the grave.  

The grave is of Sylvester 

Strout who died in 1877. 

He reportedly caught pneu-

monia while driving cattle 

across the Snake River and 

died soon after. He is bur-

ied in a pasture on the 

north side of the river 

marked with a couple of 

wagon wheel rims. There is 

interest in developing a 

marker or interpretive sign 

about the site.  

This was the third outing 

using cadaver dogs this 

summer. The first was the 

July chapter outing where 

IOCTA members and BLM 

personnel explored the 

Soles Rest Creek area on 

Ditto Creek Ranch search-

ing for a possible massacre 

site, the location drawn 

from diary quotes.  

Some of the group then 

drove in 4WD -low to the 

top of the ridge separating 

Ditto Creek and Soles Rest 

Creek. It was a beautiful 

location with a hundred -

mile view stretching from 

the Owyhee Mountains to  

       Ziva & Paula  

the Trinitys. We could also 

follow Goodaleõs Cutoff as 

it left Ditto Creek and 

crossed the ridge over to 

Soles Rest Creek and the  
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area we had explored earlier in the 

day.  

After returning home, I had just set-

tled into my chair to relax when 

owner Ann Christensen called to tell 

me that Rocco had been bitten by a 

rattlesnake during the outing. Fortu-

nately, the snake had only nicked his 

elbow, and Rocco would be fine with 

medication. It came as quite a shock 

after working with him all day and 

watching this amazing animal search 

the area and indicate the presence of 

graves.  

The following weekend, Rocco and 

Kessa were joined by Ziva, as we 

searched the NAOT massacre site 

found last year. All of the dogs con-

firmed the presence of many graves in 

the area. We then verified the mass 

grave site and another grave beside it.  

It is fascinating to watch the dogs  

work. Each is slightly different, yet all 

are efficient and dedicated workers 

who clearly love their assignment. I  

         Kessa indicates a grave  

thank their owners, Ann Christensen 

and Paula McCollum,  for bringing  

them out and look forward to future 

outings. My thanks also go to Steve 

Damele for hosting us again on his 

ranch. Since the July outing, Bill Wil-

son has searched old land records and 

survey maps which indicate the mas-

sacre site may actually be on Ditto 

Creek. Guess we need another outing. 

Get the dogs packed and ready to go!  

  

Update:  Archaeologists from Utah 

State University have confirmed the 

location of the mass grave site and 

several other graves which the dogs 

indicated on and should verify the 

remaining locations the dogs indi-

cated by yearôs end.  

 

Article reprinted from the IOCTA 

Trail Dust Newsletter September 

2011  

     http://www.idahoocta.org  

 

Rocco indicates a grave.  

 

Paula McCollum with K -9 Ziva and 

Ann Christensen with K -9s Kessa 

and Rocco are members of Idaho 

Search and Rescue Dogs .  
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ò...I had just settled into my 

chair to relax when owner Ann 

Christensen called to tell me that 

Rocco had been bitten by a 

rattlesnake during the outing. ñ 
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